
...because it’s what’s inside that counts

“...we always know 
we have adequate 
amounts of each 
material before we 
start producing a 
particular mix.”
Keary Getter, operations 
manager, CP Feeds

CP Feeds Milks SmartBob2 
Technology To Optimize  
Inventory Management
CP Feeds, LLC – a feed manufacturing facility located in 
Eastern Wisconsin – is a prominent facility operating just 
outside the village of Valders.  The company custom blends 
livestock feed products, with 98% of their business being 
specially formulated dairy cattle feed. The facility is host to 
over 45 different bulk commodity ingredients which can 
be formulated into specialized mixes by CP Feeds staff of 
experienced nutritionists. The facility custom blends grains 
and nutritional additives for each farmer, with each unique 
recipe being based upon what forages are being fed.

Monitoring vast inventories of bulk materials is vital, as CP Feeds manages 87 bins of raw 
materials and finished goods. BinMaster® products are used to help with inventory man-
agement; almost every single bin has a BinMaster® diaphragm (pressure) switch at the top 
of the bin.  On several of the bins, they use rotaries.  “It is important that we don’t plug-up 
equipment or overfill the bins,” stated Keary Getter, operations manager for CP Feeds.

As an early adopter, CP Feeds has used SmartBob2 technology since 2005 – starting with 35 
units and now have 59 bins using this technology. They access a computer loaded with eBob 
software to read each bin, with each bin being read every two hours to help keep operations 
running smoothly.  Getter commented, “The computer shows bin levels at a glance, so we always 
know we have adequate amounts of each material before we start producing a particular mix.”

CP Feeds applies SmartBob technology in a variety of ways. Many materials come in via 
railcar and at the time the railcar arrives, it might be unknown how much is in the car.  The 
SmartBob system helps CP Feeds measure how much is going into the bin from the rail 
car. CP Feeds also does a lot of grinding.  For example, they may take whole corn from one 
bin … grind it … and then refill another bin.  They find it convenient to know what the bin 
level is so they know when to start grinding, which helps them maximize bin capacity.

As a long-time customer, CP Feeds has used a variety of BinMas-
ter® measurement solutions and has taken advantage of the lat-
est SmartBob2 technology. “On the rare occasion when we need 
it, service from BinMaster has been really good.  We have been 
able to troubleshoot over the phone and make repairs ourselves 
without having to call in outside help … I even do maintenance 
myself,” added Getter. “When we need parts, we just call and then 
get them the next day.”
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Skyrocketing energy prices … pressure on profit margins … fewer people to do more work … not 
enough time for the normal routine – let alone downtime.  The BinMaster® BRMX Rotary Bin Level Indicator can 
help to address the impact of these overwhelming issues in challenging times.  With fuel prices and energy costs 
at record levels, getting bins filled quickly and efficiently is absolutely essential.  

With BinMaster® BMRX, operators are alerted when bins are full without the rigors and risks associated with climb-
ing and continuously checking bin levels.  This saves time and hence, causes less fuel and fewer man hours to be 
used during bin filling.  Plus, it virtually eliminates the time and money associated with potential overfills – a single 
overfill can put an operation at a standstill and quickly erode profitability.

BinMaster® BRMX bin level indicators also help you work smarter, because they 
are designed smarter.  The motor runs so long as the drive shaft is turning; 
however, the motor automatically goes into a “de-energized” condition once 
material is detected.  Power is not consumed until the bin is emptied and the 
drive shaft again begins to rotate.  This feature also has the added benefit of 
prolonging the life of the motor.

BinMaster® BMRX Rotary Bin Level Indicator

Another aspect of the smart design is the 
“fail safe” feature of BinMaster® BMRX which 
automatically alerts the operator when no 
power is present to the unit.  This prevents 
the risk that power to the unit has been 
disrupted and the operator is unaware of it, 
which could cause the bin to be overfilled.  
Plus, it eliminates the routine need for units 
to be inspected to be sure they are still 
powered over time.

The screw-top enclosure ensures easy ac-
cess to the motorized components of the 
BinMaster® BRMX.  Any maintenance work 
can be performed quickly, without having 
to hassle with removing numerous bolts, 
just to gain access to the motor.  In the 
unlikely event parts need to be replaced, 
there are just three screws to remove the 
motor assembly.  This optimizes the use 
of personnel and time and doesn’t require 
highly skilled technicians.

BinMaster® BMRX Smart Design Technology
1 Prevents Bin 

Overflows  
Detects dry bulk materials and sends a signal – activating an audible 
or visual alarm – to alert the operator that the bin is filled.

2 Multiple Uses Can be used in bins, hoppers, tanks and conveyors for a variety of dry bulk 
materials such as feed, grains, foods, plastics, cement and aggregates.

3 Saves Time 
and Labor Bins can be filled without continually and manually checking bin levels.

4 Easy-to-Service The simple screw-top enclosure provides twist-off access to internal 
components in the unlikely event service or replacement is needed.  

5 Reliable Performance  
& Durable Design 

Features include wetted stainless steel parts for long-lasting service, 
a built-in motor clutch to protect and reinforce the drive shaft, 
and a three-bearing design which also adds greater stability. 

6 Low Power 
Consumption  

“De-energized” operation shuts the motor down when material 
is present versus putting the motor in a “stalled” condition.  This 
reduces power consumption, while extending motor life.

7 Alerts to Power 
Failure

An alert will notify the operator if there is no power to the device, prompting 
the reinstatement of power and preventing accidental overfills.

8 Improves Safety No risky climbing to check bin levels.  Plus, an explosion-proof, 
compact cast aluminum housing is standard on all BMRX devices.

9 Cost Effective Pays for itself by eliminating just a single overfill, reducing costly material waste.

10 Optimizes Storage 
Capacity 

Knowing bin levels aids in preventing empty conditions – maximizing storage 
capacity – as well as reducing clogged chutes and jammed conveyors.

If you are looking for bin level indicators for new bins, or are looking to replace existing units 
with BinMaster’s smart technology, contact Todd Peterson at 800-278-4241.

BinMaster® BMRX Rotary Bin Level Indicator
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“Protects Your 
Investment During 

Challenging 
Economic Times”



BinMaster® PROCAP Capacitance Level Sensors

“Big Red” BinMaster® Goes Green

Today’s facilities are filled with electronic devices of all types … wired and wire-
less … radios, sensors, routers, gateways … this MHz and that GHz.  A frequent concern is 
while facilities move data and product from one place to another, the airwaves are getting 
as cluttered as the plant floor.  The BinMaster® PROCAP capacitance level sensor provides 
interference-free, high-sensitivity and accurate level detection without the use of RF (radio 
frequency) signals.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) classifies any signal in excess of 9 KHz as 
RF; RF signals are prone to radiate causing interference reducing perfor-
mance, or even rendering some electronic devices useless.  As additional 
new electronic devices are added to help make a facility more efficient, 
these same devices may interfere with other nearby plant equipment.  
The BinMaster® PROCAP sensor operates at approximately 6 KHz – which 
is significantly below the RF level – and will not interfere with two-way 
radios or other plant equipment operating in the radio spectrum.

The BinMaster® PROCAP capacitance probes are appropriate for a wide 
variety of solid, liquid and slurry materials and can be used for both high 

and low level detection in 
bins, silos, hoppers, chutes 
and other storage devices.  
To receive a free full-line 
brochure on BinMaster® 
PROCAP series email us at 
info@binmaster.com.

Located on 30 acres in Nebraska’s heartland and “Big Red” country – BinMaster, a 
subsidiary of Garner Industries – is an eco-conscious company that takes pride in protect-
ing the environment.  Our facility is surrounded by native grasses that are easy to care for 
and thrive in Nebraska’s seasonal weather.  As a service to our community, our employees 
have also adopted a two-mile stretch of our local highway frontage, for which we com-
plete trash removal each year in an effort to improve the integrity and appearance of the 
local landscape.

Reducing waste and recycling is also part of our company culture.  As an ISO 9001:2000 
company, we have clearly defined manufacturing processes in place that ensure we 
manufacture to the highest quality standards, which helps to reduce mistakes and mate-
rial waste.  BinMaster has recycling programs for plastics, metals, cardboard, wooden 
pallets, steel drums and oil – having recycled almost 100,000 pounds in a single year.  We 
make every effort to reduce, re-use, and recycle and have been recognized for the City of 
Lincoln’s “Best Waste Reduction and Reuse Program” in recent years.

“Plays Well With Others 
… Won’t Interfere with 

Plant Operations”

BinMaster® PROCAP Capacitance Level Sensors

Calendar

See BinMaster® at these upcoming 
events.  Please contact Nathan Grube at 

800-278-4241 if you would like more 
information about the event or to arrange 

a meeting with us while you are there.

Exchange 2009 
Grain Elevator & Processing 

Society Exposition 
Booth 908

February 28 to March 3
St. Louis, MO USA

NPE2009
The International Plastics Showcase

Booth 64111
June 22 to 26

McCormick Place
Chicago, IL USA

3

BinMaster® 
capacitance level 
sensors work below 
the RF level, unlike 
similar devices.



Established in 1953, Garner Industries is home 
to the BinMaster® level control business.  
Additionally, our state-of-the-art ISO 9001:2000 
certified facility in Lincoln, Nebraska USA 
offers jobshop and precision tooling services 
for a wide variety of industries including 
automotive, refining, electronics, aerospace, 
and telecommunications … to name but 
a few.  Visit www.garnerindustries.com to 
find out about our full suite of services.
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It’s a 
harsh 
world
Here’s how you measure it.


